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The purpose of this leaþet is to inform 
you of the potential risks of Legionella  
disease and the action Hyde takes to 
ensure your safety.

What is Legionella disease?

Legionella disease is a potentially fatal 
pneumonia caused by legionella bacteria. It is 
the most well-known and serious form of a 
group of diseases known as legionellosis. Other 
similar (but usually less serious) conditions 
include Pontiac fever and Lochgoilhead fever.

Infection is caused by breathing in small 
droplets of water contaminated by the bacteria. 
The disease cannot be passed from one person 
to another.

Everyone is potentially susceptible to infection 
but some people are at higher risk, e.g. those 
over 45 years of age, smokers and heavy 
drinkers, those suffering from chronic 
respiratory or kidney disease, and people 
whose immune system is impaired.

Where are legionella bacteria found?

Legionella bacteria are common in natural 
water courses such as rivers and ponds. 
However, the bacteria reproduce to high 
numbers in warm, stagnant water (20ÜC and 
45ÜC) and if the conditions are right, e.g. if a 
supply of nutrients is present such as rust, 
sludge, scale, algae and other bacteria. This 
can exist in certain plumbing systems and hot 
water tanks, cooling towers and evaporative 
condensers of large air-conditioning systems, 
and whirlpool spas. 

High temperatures of 60ÜC and over will  
kill them.

Outbreaks of Legionella have occurred after 
persons have breathed mists that come from 
a water source (e.g. air conditioning cooling 
towers, whirlpool spas, showers) contaminated 
with Legionella bacteria. Persons may be 
exposed to these mists in homes, workplaces, 
hospitals, or public places. 
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What are The Hyde Groupôs duties 
under the law?

Under general health and safety law, we have 
to consider the risks from legionella that may 
affect you and take suitable precautions.
As your landlord, we must and do:

Å identify and assess sources of risk within all 
our properties;

Å prepare a risk register (or course of action) 
for preventing or controlling the risk;

Å implement and manage the risk ï  
appointing a person to be managerially 
responsible, sometimes referred to as the 
óresponsible personô;

Å keep records and check that what has been 
done is effective; 

Where can I get further information?

More detailed guidance on our duties can be 
found in the Approved Code of Practice and 
guidance for Legionnairesô disease on the 
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) website 
which can found at www.hse.gov.uk. 

Alternatively please feel free to contact your 
local Hyde ofýce for further details.




