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This leaþet provides residents  
with basic health and safety advice 
about asbestos.

Asbestos is not commonly found. However, 
it has been used in components during 
construction and later alteration of some  
types of homes.

You need to be aware that DIY or other building 
work in your home can disturb asbestos 
materials. Please read this leaþet and follow 
the advice given.

What is asbestos?

Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral 
consisting of many small ýbres. It is mined 
from rock and milled into ýbres.

Asbestos ýbres are strong and heat resistant. 
During the 1960s and 1970s, asbestos was 
widely used in commercial and residential 
buildings, usually wherever a material was 
required to be ýreproof and hardwearing. 
Properties built since the mid-1980s are very 
unlikely to contain asbestos.

Properties built after 1990 are extremely 
unlikely to contain asbestos anywhere in the 
building. Asbestos cement has been widely 
used as a cladding material and can still be 
found in garages and sheds.

Health and safety regulations now protect 
people against asbestos, and its new use is 
generally banned in the UK.

Why is asbestos potentially a hazard?

Asbestos only becomes a risk to health if the 
asbestos ýbres become airborne. Following 
this, they can be breathed into the lungs, 
causing possible damage which can take many 
years before causing an illness to develop. 
Asbestos ýbres will only generally be released 
into the air if the material is drilled, sanded, 
cut or broken, but could occur if the material 
becomes damaged or in poor condition.

What to do if you want to make 
repairs, improvements or alterations 
to your home

MAJOR WORK
All major work you would like to undertake 
should be notiýed to Hyde for approval.
If assistance is required in establishing if 
asbestos is present, please contact us and  
we will be pleased to offer guidance. 

It should be noted, however, that if alterations 
are of your own undertaking, any costs 
incurred in the removal of asbestos located  
will be your responsibility.

DIY WORKS
Please exercise caution when undertaking DIY 
work. Please note that the use of power tools 
will increase the amount of any ýbres released. 
Therefore, these should be used with great care.

Before drilling or screw-ýxing into a wall, check 
for asbestos board. If you have any concerns, 
contact us for advice.

DECORATING
Some older types of textured ceiling coatings 
(artex) are known to contain a small quantity 
of asbestos. Please do not attempt to remove 
textured coatings, especially using power  
tools. If you wish to do this, please contact  
us for guidance.



What should I do if asbestos  
becomes damaged?

Å Donôt panic. Contact us for advice.
Å Do not attempt to repair or clean up the 

damage yourself.
Å Do not use a brush or domestic vacuum 

cleaner, as this will spread any asbestos 
ýbres into the air.

Hydeôs role

We use specialist surveyors to undertake  
a sample of asbestos surveys across  
Hyde properties.

The results are held by us and help us to deal 
with any queries about asbestos.

In addition to this, we have an asset 
management team, which acts as an internal 
co-ordinator for asbestos-related issues.  
We also have procedures in place for dealing 
with these issues.

All residents moving into a Hyde property will 
be given notiýcation of whether the property 
contains or is expected to contain asbestos, 
together with a copy of this leaþet.

If you would like to know what information is 
held about your property, please contact us  
for advice.

Remember

When asbestos is in good condition and not 
damaged, it is generally not dangerous.
Only if you disturb the material and generate 
dust in the air is there a possible risk to health.

And ýnally ï remember

Å Get permission from Hyde before carrying 
out any work on your property.

Å Avoid creating asbestos dust.
Å Avoid breathing asbestos dust.
Å Asbestos material in good condition should 

be left alone.
Å If you think you may have asbestos 

containing products in your house, seek 
advice from Hyde or the environmental 
department of your local council before 
taking any action.

How can I ýnd out more  
about asbestos?

Please contact us in the ýrst instance ï  
the contact details for your local ofýce are  
on the back of this leaþet.

Other organisations who can provide 
information are:
Å the Environment Agency,  

on 08708 506 506
Å the Health and Safety Executive website: 

www.hse.gov.uk
Å your local councilôs environment department




